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AT HOME
O K AY  L U N A 

Gira�e safari 
scroll, $75, from 
Okay Luna

I
n between the photo shoot and interview for TWR, 
good friends and business partners Kat Petrovska and 
Annaliese Spiteri from printed-art label Okay Luna 

are chatting away like old friends, which is exactly what 
they are. “We always end up matching somehow!,” says 
Kat, pointing to her denim shirt and Annaliese’s jeans. 

Having formed a friendship a�er they met on the �rst 
day of Grade 6 orientation, working together seems like 
a natural progression of their comradeship.

While Kat says she has always drawn and created art 
– usually just for herself or friends – it was Annaliese 
who encouraged her to get her drawings down on paper 
and “get it out there”.

A partnership soon followed, combining Kat’s artistic 
skills and Annaliese’s administration acumen in the 
launch of Okay Luna, with products including bright 
bird prints for framing and similar designs printed on 
cushions. For Kat, a senior graphic designer with seven 
years’ design experience at Cotton On, working in the 
type of loose illustrative style needed for Okay Luna 
was an artistic challenge at which she has excelled. She 
admits it’s not her “usual style” – �ne-liner and pencil 
illustrations are what she normally does, including 
“pencil illustrations that look realistic”.

Here, she credits Annaliese’s feedback as a key aspect 
of re�ning her work: the risk of “overdesigning” held 
in check by Annaliese’s input. �e latest range by Okay 
Luna – safari-inspired animal prints on scrolls – is 
attracting attention from as far away as Dubai and 
New York.

Kat says the range, a year in the making, 
required lots of research, concepts and 
planning. She says she was drawn to create 
something di�erent for this range. “I was 
racking my brain to come up with something 
new … Just through research I started seeing 
the trend of the old school maps and posters 
coming through.”

She says the idea came of combining her prints with 
the traditional scroll look, complete with pom-poms 
and tassels.

Re�ning the concept was a collaborative process. 
“Annaliese had done a world trip and she was sending 
me photos constantly,” says Kat, adding that these 
contributed to her inspiration. 

�ough a tribal Mexican theme was their agreed brief, 
inspiration soon came in the form of zebras, gira�es and 
tigers. �is soon won over, although Kat says the colour 
palette remained the same as originally planned.

“We liked the characters. People can relate to them,” 
says Annaliese, adding that the animals evoke a strong 
response from viewers; children, especially, are drawn 

to them. “When we’re at the markets, little kids come up 
and are like, ‘Mum, I have to have that’,” she says.

Kat describes their work as being of a very mixed 
medium: a combination of sketching on paper, digital 
compositing and then there’s the tactile aspect of 
pom-poms and tassels. 

Like all good design, there’s an aspect of �uidity about 
it all. Kat says that while they design cushions too, 

these aren’t in their current range – they won’t 
do everything at once. 

“We want to keep it fresh … keep it new,” 
she says. 

“We don’t want to saturate the market. 
Everything we produce is limited-edition. It’s 

art but it doesn’t have the price tag that limited 
art normally does.”

�e two friends and business partners say they 
are enjoying their journey, and are humbled by the 
opportunities that Okay Luna has brought them. It’s 
clear, though, that keeping a light approach is key to 
their fruitful partnership.

“It’s not our primary job,” says Annaliese. “We’re 
having a lot of fun doing it but we’re not putting too 
much stress on ourselves. We both still have our jobs; 
we do this for fun. We don’t put any expectations on 
anything. We take every day as it comes.”

As well as selling from their Etsy store, Okay Luna 
products are available at Great Ocean Road Gi�s, and at 
online shops Morkan Home and �e Life Creative. ●

ANNA KOSMANOVSKI
akosmanovski@theweeklyreview.com.au

F I N D  U S
»  Okay Luna will be at the Piccadilly Market this weekend: 9.30am-3pm, 

Saturday and Sunday at Deakin Waterfront, 1 Gheringhap Street, Geelong.
» etsy.com/shop/OkayLuna

“it’s art 
but doesn’t

have the 
price tag”

KAT PETROVSKA & ANNALIESE SPITERI 
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