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A
n Ei�el Tower, one metre tall, stands proudly. 
A large frog perches on �owery fronds, and a 
life-size cowgirl silhouette poses at the door. 
Once sheets of steel, these are now delightful 

characters lining up for new homes.
Welcome to Steel Art, the imaginative world of 

artist Daniel McDonnell, where materials, and even 
o�cuts that many of us might pass o� as scrap, are 
turned into sculptures.

His metal creations are sprinkled all around his 
North Geelong shopfront. Some are painted, but most 
just gleam au naturel in the morning light.

“I originally wanted to be something like a 
blacksmith, but there’s no real trade le�,” says the 
passionate creator, a boilermaker by trade.

“Probably the last spot you’ll see a blacksmith is 
Sovereign Hill or something,” he says, giving a handy 
layman’s summary on the topic: “a blacksmith evolved 
into a boilermaker”.

With all his steely sculptures around, McDonnell is in 
his element. In 2010, he launched Steel Alive, the boiler 
maker aspect to his business, followed last year by the 
Steel Art shopfront, opening up his proli�c output of 
popular creations – sculptures, �re pits, dinosaurs – to 
the public. 

�e evidence of McDonnell’s passion is everywhere 
around his shop. 

“Well, that’s a pretty wild sort of thing, isn’t it?” he 
says, pointing to the pièce de résistance (and what wife 
Bianca refers to as “his chair”). 

Testament to both resourcefulness and recycling, it’s 
a spacious armchair made entirely of nuts, bolts and 
�attened wheels.

Sitting on it, McDonnell picks up a steel-covered 
instrument leaning next to it. Does the guitar 
actually work? “It does, it’s just got welding on it.” 
With that, he casually plucks a few strings to 
show it in action. 

But that’s not all; his shop bursts with other 
unique creations, too.

“Like, you’ve got the dinosaurs,” he says, 
gesturing towards a couple of his most popular 
creations. One of McDonnell’s most eye-catching 
designs, this shows o� his penchant for large-scale 
works as well as his talent for artistic precision. And, 
as he says, the uncanny resemblance to the look of a 
children’s toy is not that coincidental.

“It was just an idea,” he says. “You used to buy them 
out of wood when you were a kid. And I thought, well 
I’ll do them out of steel.

“I always had a bit of an artistic �air. I was no good at 
painting but sculptures, yeah.” 

A�er entering his apprenticeship, he says it was his 
�rst boss who triggered his love of steel art. “He had an 
interest in wrought-iron work, so I sort of did a little bit 
with him and started making sculptures and stu�. �at 
was when I was about 16.”

Bianca remembers some of his �rst creations, made 
“out of scrap”, which he sold in her parents’ nursery. 

“He used to make art on his lunch breaks at times,” 
she says. “When he was an apprentice, he’d make 
motorbikes and dogs out of scraps in his lunch breaks. 
And then he put them in the nursery, and then they sold 
… Yeah, it just all started.”

McDonnell shows TWR the large workshop where TWR the large workshop where TWR
it all happens. He is decked out in safety gear, and the 
sparks �y as he works away.

While he gets a fair amount of corporate work, 
McDonnell also enjoys using his skills to create 
beautiful homes – inside and out. He’s aiming towards 
“big architectural jobs” but also just enjoys “�tting 
people’s backyards out”.

It’s a good idea. His wife is a landscaper and they have 
their sights set on jazzing up clients’ backyards with 
unique sculptures and commissions.

From the engraved �re pit just ready to blaze up, 
to a cubic masterpiece totteringly placed on a hidden 
support, to the life-size Harley Davidson motorbike 
currently in progress, anything is possible for 
this artist. \
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Metal and earth:
Daniel McDonnell and his 
wife, Bianca, who works 
as a landscaper. 

Wild idea: McDonnell in “his 
chair” of nuts, bolts and 
�attened wheels, and the 
steel guitar he made. 
(REG RYAN)
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